PAET II.   WAE.

I.

CHANGE.

IT is the summer of 1861. The government is in
peril, and those whom it has trained to military ser-
vice are springing forward to its defence. The time
lias come for Mitchel to render back to Csesar the
things which he had received from Csesar. With the
training given him thirty years before by tlie people
of the United States he had gone forth to achieve
success. It had secured him enviable rank among
scientists and engineers ; it had given him fortune.
What honorable man could sit quietly at home when
the source from which these blessings had been de-
rived was suddenly menaced by a great danger ?

From this point, the narrative, for those who hold
the heavens in reverence, and to whom war appears
at the further extremity in the catalogue of sciences,
must be drawn on a far narrower scale. Among the
stars, man reaches his sublimesfc conceptions; and
while war may call out much that is noble, it cannot
be denied that. in a state of warfare he descends
towards barbarism. For some, the completeness of
Professor MitchePs life will seem to be marred by
this descent from the quiet grandeur of astronomical
investigation to a field so widely different. This of the instrument he   liacl   been
